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Pilot Report (PIREP) & Aircraft Communication Addressing and Reporting System 
(ACARS) 

 
 

This manual will explain how to install the FSACARS program on your system and set it 
up for use with pnavirtual.com online tracking and reporting! We will assume that you 
are a member of Pacific Northern Airlines and have signed up and received your ñPilot 
Numberò from PNA before attempting to report. Setting up this system will add realism to 
your Flight Simulation experience and others that visit ñPacific Northern Airlinesò will be 
able to see your flying stats! 
 
 
 

***IMPORTANT*** 
 

If you have not signed up with the Pacific Northern Airlines Virtual, do so now: 
http://www.pnavirual.com/signup/acarssignup.html 

 
We assume you already have FSUIPC4 installed, if not get it here: 

 
THE OFFICIAL PETER DOWSON PAGE 
http://www.schiratti.com/dowson.html 

 
For FS9 download: FSUIPC 3.96 

For FSX download: FSUIPC4 4.57 

 
 

 
INSTALLATION 

 

¶ Download these 2 files to a temporary spot on your computer. 
            goto:  http://www.satavirtual.org/fsacars/downloads.html 
 
¶ FS ACARS 4.0.11 (06/09/2004) 

¶ FS ACARS 4.0.15 Update (09/09/2004) needs 4.0.11 version 

¶  

1. Open the file fsacars.zip and you will find the file fsacars.msi 

 
 

http://www.pnavirual.com/signup/acarssignup.html
http://www.schiratti.com/dowson.html
http://www.satavirtual.org/fsacars/downloads.html
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2. Right-click on fsacars.msi and choose Install. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Click-Next to proceed with the FSacars Setup Wizard 
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4. Click-Next to accept default install location (For FS9) 

 

5. Click-Next to begin installation 

 

6. Click-Close to complete the first step of the install
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7. Unzip the file fsacars4015.zip and you will find 2 files (fsacars.exe & fsacars.ori) 

 
8. Copy these two files to the install directory of FSACARS, since we used the default path 
    we will copy them to C:\Program Files\FSacars 

 

9. When you paste them to the FSacars folder, replace the existing files Click-(YES TO ALL) 
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Now it is time to setup FSACARS for use with www.pnavirtual.com! 

 
***VERY IMPORTANT STEPS*** 

 
1. Start the FSACARS program: Start > Programs > FSAcars > FSAcars, you will then 
see this messageé. (Click OK) 
 

 
 
2. Select New Company 

 

 
 
3. Enter in all the information EXACTLY as this  
 
Company Options 
Company ICAO: DW 
Company IATA: YOUR ONLINE PILOT NAME i.e. Thunder 
Number used in Callsign: Pilot (use mouse to select in the box) 
Company Complete name: Pacific Northern Airlines 
Company Site: http://www.pnavirtual.com 
Units: Pounds 
Use cargo plane: UNCHECKED 
Remarks: BLANK 
Local Time: CHECKED 
Alternate Acars Site: BLANK 
Alternate Acars Uplink Site: BLANK 
Alternate Acars Uplink Reset Site: BLANK 
Plane Status Site: http://www.pnavirtual.com/position_update.php 
Get FP from VA Site: BLANK 
Flight time Anticipation: BLANK 

 

Logged events 
Select (check all) except for ñCom1 Freqò and ñMetarsò 
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Realism 
Exactly as below 

 

 

 

 

Send PIREP 
PHP/ASP script: http://www.pnavirtual.com/receive_pirep.php 
Email: BLANK 
Web Page: BLANK 

 

Send log options 
Check all except for ñpasswordò then click Close 
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Now to setup FSACARS with Flight Simulator! Assuming FS2004 is already started you will now 
see this message (If you donôt, continue with next step), if FS2004 is not started, start it now. 
Get in a plane and go to the departure airport and set the Park Brakes. Then start up ACARS 
and ñChoose Selected Companyò. 
 
 

 
 
 
Once you are and the login screen and message box will come up and ask you if the Plane is at 
the Departure Airporté select ñYESò 
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If everything is working properly you will notice that 2 boxes have populated, Flight IATA and 
Callsign (only PN will show at this time however). DO NOT enter anything in the FSACARS 
login yet! 
 
 
1. Go to Config > Options in the upper left corner of the login window. 
 

 
 

2. Expand the General FSAcars options and you should see the menu as shown below 
3. Follow these instructions on populating the menu selections: 
Metar source: VATSIM (fish around with your mouse in the box to get a pull down and select) 
Fuel fill prevent: CHECKED 
Servinfo Path: BLANK 
Use Gauge: CHECKED for FS2004 ------ UNCHECKED for FSX **VERY IMPORTANT FOR 
FSX** 
Use Local DataBase: CHECKED 
FS Flight Plan Path: Mine is C:\Flight Simulator Files (* see notes on this below) 
Log Path: DEFAULT ( .\ ) 
Disable Start Warning: UNCHECKED 
Automated Start: UNCHECKED 
Automated Stop: UNCHECKED 
Minimizes to Siesta: CHECKED 
Plane Position and Status: CHECKED **VERY IMPORTANT ** 
ACARS online: CHECKED **VERY IMPORTANT ** 
Gauge IP: DEFAULT (127.0.0.1) 
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Fixed Callsign: BLANK 
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4. Mail Configuration 
NOT USED FOR DHBG PILOTS (See FSACARS Manual)

 

 

 

5. Flight Information Dump 

Follow these instructions on populating the menu selections: 

CHECK EVERY BLANK BOX 
Seconds between updates: DEFAULT (5) 
Log File: DEFAULT (.\flight log.csv) 
Flight Rec. bin file: DEFAULT (.\flight log.dat) 
(IT SHOULD LOOK LIKE THE PHOTOS BELOW) 


